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MAUD YOUNGER 


ITH the passing of Maud Younger on June 

25, at her home in Los Gatos, California, 
the National Woman's Party and the wholé fem- 
inist movement in America, sustain an irremedi- 
able loss. Her particular place in the memory and 
hearts of her colleagues cannot be taken by an- 
other; it remains hers. 

Helen Hunt West, of Florida, who, at Miss 
Younger’s own request, took over the work of 
Congressional chairman when Miss Younger was 
no longer able to continue active work; says of her: 

“I can think of no words with which to clothe 
the tribute I would like to pay to Maud Younger 
for her years of brilliant, telling work as Chair- 
man of the Congressional Committee of the Wom- 


an's Party; for her inspiration to her co-workers 


who looked to her for guidance and for her recog- 
nized ability in the field of politics. Her achieve- 
ments for the cause to which she devoted the 
greater part of her life, the advancement of 
women ; entitle her to a place among the foremost 
women of her generation.“ 


Miss Younger gave herself unstintingly for five 
years to tenement work in New York, where she 
became interested in the lives and work of 
waitresses. She served as a waitress in several 
restaurants to see what could be done for those 
engaged in this occupation. The diary she kept 
at that time was afterward published in a leading 
magazine as The Diary of an Amateur Waitress.” 
She later became president of the Waitresses’ 
Union of San Francisco. 


Miss Younger was very active in the winning 
of the eight hour law for women workers of Cali- 
fornia. Characteristic of her fairness and her 
devotion to right, after she found that the “pro- 
tective” law for which she had successfully 
worked, proved a handicap rather than a help to 
women workers, she labored just as indefatigably 
to repeal that law. 


Telling the story herself, she recently related an 
incident in Colorado, when a woman worker was 
introduced to her. Acknowledging the introduc- 
tion, the woman said: “Oh yes, I know Miss 
Younger. She drove me out of California!“ 

This made a profound impression on Maud 
Younger. She felt keenly the accusation and set 
about to ascertain the facts. This led her to many 
more women workers who had been legislated out 
of jobs through the eight hour law for women she 
had sponsored with an idea of protecting them! 
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Priee Five Cents 
THE DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION 


Mrs. Florence Bayard Hilles, National Chair- 
man of the Woman’s Party, says of the Demo- 
cratic Convention: 


* W ITH the completion of this last con- 
vention, in Philadelphia, having fourfd- 


a number of friends of the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment in high places, we regard our situation as 
far from hopeless, because we know that despite 
the fact that the Republican platform gave us little 


or nothing to hope from, we found even there, 


an increasing number of. supporters who have 


‘promised political assistance in the coming cam- 


Helen Hunt West, Woman’s Party Con- 
gressional Chairman, says of the Convention: 


We feel that we had a measure of victory. In 
spite of the fact that the Equal Rights Amendment 
was not included in the platform, that document 


did not declare for the principle of minimum wage 


for women only, but rather for “equal economic 
security for all our people.” Should the Demo- 
cratic Party have taken a definite and unalterable 
stand for protective legislation for women, it 
would have seriously imperiled the chances of the 
Amendment.“ 


The National Woman's Party asked the Demo- 
cratic Convention to adopt a plank pledging sup - 


port to the Equal Rights Amendment, which 


reads: ‘Men and women shall have equal rights 
throughout the United States and every place sub- 
ject to its jurisdiction.’ 

As Chairman of the Congressional Committee 
of the Woman’s Party, I wish to make these com- 
ments on the Democratic platform: 


“Had the Democratic Party been favorable 
to the principle of equal rights for men and 
women, the simplest way to have guaranteed 
equality would have been through the endorse- 
ment of the Equal Rights Amendment. 


“The platform as it is, is so vague that women 
are uncertain as to its intent. While we might 
derive some comfort from the reference to ‘equal 
economic security for all our people,’ we must not 
forget that that same phrase was included in the 
platform four years ago, and that every effort 
was made through the last Administration, 
through labor compacts agreed to by the Party 
in power, to foist upon women workers minimum 
wage laws applying to them and not to their male 
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competitors. This is not ‘equal economic oppor- 
tunity’; therefore we, of the National Woman’s 
Party, leave Philadelphia feeling that once again 


women have been patted on the back and slapped | 


in the face. 

“T should like to make very clear that the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party is a non-partisan organ- 
ization of women, devoted to the sole object of re- 
moving discriminations against women under the 
law and in all walks of life. Its activity in the 
two National Conventions has been entirely 
non partisan; working with the sole object of se- 
curing an ‘equal rights’ plank in either or both of 
the major party platforms.” 


Betty Gram Swing, Congressional Secretary of 
the National Woman’s Party, makes this state- 
ment: 


“It’s just a hat-tipping platform. We are 
pleased—if one can speak about pleasure in a 
negative—that the Democratic platform is no 
worse than it is in its treatment of women. It 
might have been so much worse! 

“It might have ignored the fact that theSupreme 
Court of the United States has declared women 
adults entitled to contract for our own labor. It 
might have continued to class us with children in 
proposing legislation. That it did not is cause for 
just as much thanks as one ever gives for not 
being struck as well as being snubbed! 

Women can hardly be expected to go into ecsta- 
sies over anything else in the platform. Even the 
tidbit of promising to abolish Article 213, which 
discriminates against married women in Govern- 
ment service, was withheld. 

“The Republican platform, which crassly offered 


to continue classifying women with children in in- 


dustrial legislation, did, at least, grant this very 
minor boon of condemning Article 213 of the Fed- 
eral Economy Act.” 


Mrs. West’s speech before the Resolutions Com- 
mittee is printed below: 


“I am Helen Hunt West, , Chairman of 
the National Woman’s P ; @ non-partisan organ- 


ization of women devoted to the sole a of removi 
discriminations against women before law and in ail 
walks of life. I am a Florida Democrat and an active 
Democrat. I emphasize the “active” because through 
the 50-50 bill I piloted through our last Legislature, 
placing women in equal numbers with men on the 
executive committees of political parties; there will 
enter our executive committees of the Democratic P 
in Florida, this week, in the neighborhood of 1,4 
women who become officially active workers in the Party. 
“This is the largest increase in organization ever 
contributed to the Democratic Pa in my State, 
through one piece of legislation and the efforts of one 


son. Therefore, you know I am a Democrat. Today 


am asking of you two things: 

“First: That there be in in the Democratic 
a platform the following plank: 

We believe in Equal Rights for men and women. 
If elected, we pledge our active support toward secur- 
ing the passing by Congress of the proposed Equal 
Rights Amendment to the Federal Constitution of the 
United States, which reads: “Men and women shal] 
have equal rights throughout the United States and in 

= ond: any plank in latform 
relative to labor and minimum wage, apply to the job 
and the worker, and not to the sez. this connection, 


— 


may I say: This is not a fight against minimum wage! 
Our fight is to place the minimum on the job, where it 
belongs, and not on the sex of the worker. 

“If you were an employer and, hiring women, you 
would, under the law, be compelled to open your books 
and business to Government Commissions and in- 
spectors, in order that they might ascertain whether or 
not you were complying with the law, and if, by hiring 
men you would not have to submit to this inconvenience, 
whom would you hire? 

“If you were in business for profit and not for phil- 
anthropic reasons, and if you were required by law to 
pay a minimum of, for instance, $15 a week to a woman 
and an equally capable man offered to take the job for 
less and the same law did not restrict him, whom would 
you hire? Would this so-called Rg wag ed legislation 
protect the woman into or out the job? Let your 
common sense decide. | 

“The Democratic Party, concerning itself with Social 
Justice, cannot afford to advocate in its platform or else- 
where, a principle that is faulty; placing a minimum 
wage upor the job for a woman and leaving her male 
competitor free to underbid her. Place the responsibili 
where it belongs and lay it at the feet of those who will 
not advocate a minimum wage for the job. 

“The Equal Rights Amendment is Social Justice, and 
Justice is the greatest protection we can give to either 
men or women. The pa of hunger have driven 
woman into the economic field, and a fixed minimum on 
the job will give her the protection she needs in order 
, and at the same time will 
not tie a -stone around her neck. 

Continued on page 3. 
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“There is only one fair basis for minimum wage laws, 
and that is to place any minimum on the job where it 
belongs, rather than upon the sex of the worker. In 
this there is no compromise with right. 

“If a sincere and honest attempt is to be made to 
establish a minimum wage for the worker and it is 
based upon the work to be done, the benefits will accrue 
to any worker holding the job, whether it be a man or 
a woman. This is a fight to keep women from being 
legislated out of work by making it difficult for em- 
ployers to hire them. This could easily be obviated by 
placing the minimum on the job where it belongs. If 
minimum wage is a ** thing Labor will welcome it, 
for the protection will be the same for all workers. 

“There are thousands of men and women throughout 
the United States who are bound to take this common 
sense view, and those men and women are voters! The 
Democratic Party would not be so politically stupid as 
to advocate a principle so thoroughly unsound as placing 
a minimum wage, not on a job, but on a 

“Put the Constitution of the United States back of the 
women of America. I want the Party to which I belong 
to be the Party to do this.” 

Mrs. West reports that in an interview with Mrs. 
Caroline O’Day, in Philadelphia, Mrs. O’Day exclaimed: 

“You are nly right on one point: The minimum 
belongs to the job and not to the sex of the worker!” 


EUROPEAN WOMEN LOOK TO US TO 
GAIN EQUALITY 


The truly valuable service rendered by Madame 
Von Matsch to the work for Equal Rights at the 
Democratic Convention cannot be over-estimated. 
The Woman’s Party expresses grateful thanks 
for her generous cooperation. 


Madame Lillian Von Matsch, of Vienna, Aus- 
tria, formerly Lillian Hendrick, of Washington, 
D. C., is in the United States as special envoy from 
Geneva to the women of America. 

— Von Matsch explained her visit in these 
words: 


“T had a sudden and very special inspiration to 
come to the United States at this time of the two 
National Party Conventions. I thought I might be 
able to help a little, perhaps, in getting the law 
makers of America to realize how much it means 
to procure equality for American women. 

J wanted to come especially because Alice Paul 
and other members of the National Woman’s 
Party have done so much at Geneva to help the 
position of women throughout the world. What 
you women in America do and gain for women 
has a tremendous influence in Europe. | 

“If the Equal Rights bill could be passed now 
in this country, it would be the biggest help we 
possibly could have in getting the League of Na- 
tions to recommend the Equal Rights Treaty to 
its members. The latter would, of course, virtually 


solve women’s problems in all nations belonging to 


the world and would strengthen woman’s position 
as nothing else could do. If American women 
had not given us their enthusiastic support so 
far, we, in Europe, could not have retained even 
a semblance of our rights. We still have the vote 
in Austria and, in theory, we still have most of the 
rights we once had. But in reality economic 
pressure is forcing Austrian women back to the 
home as surely as it forced German women back. 
Our only chance to regain our former place in 


public life really, is to get the League of Nations 
to support the Equal Rights Treaty. What has 
been accomplished in that regard so far has been 
due largely to the support of American women.” 


A DISCUSSION ON THE EQUAL RIGHTS 
AMENDMENT 


Columbia Broadcasting System, nationwide hook-up, 
June 1, 1936, Betty Gram Swing, Congressional Secre- 
75 National oman’s Party, and Senator Carl A. Hatch, 
of New Mexico. 
art 1. 


Mrs. SWING: Good evening, Senator Hatch. 

Sen. HatcH: Good evening, Mrs. Swing. 

Mrs. SWING: First, Senator Hatch, I want to thank you 
for coming to the microphone with me to talk about 
equal rights. I know that in thanking you I am speak- 
ing for the National Woman’s Party and for all women 
interested in getting equality. But, before ‘asking you 
my questions, and before I read the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment, which is before Congress and before the Judiciary 
Committee, of which you are a member, I think I should 
tell you what has just happened. The first action ever 
to be taken by Congress on the Equal Rights Amendment, 
about which we are talking tonight, occurred this week- 
end, when the sub-committee of the House Judiciary 
voted out favorably our Amendment to the main Judic- 
iary Committee. It is always the first step which is the 
hardest, you know. Of course, we have — 
—— pass through, but at last the journey been 
Naturally, I am thrilled at this wonderful news. 
But, back to the Amendment itself — really, it is very 
simple twenty-nine words. It reads: Men and 
women s have equal rights throughout the United 
States and every place subject to its jurisdiction. Con- 
gress shall have power to enforce this article by appro- 
* legislation.“ And now, Senator, I am right, am 

oh assuming that you are in favor of this Amend- 
men 

Sen. Haren: Oh yes, I am supporting it. 

: Then you don’t assume that women already 
have equality in the United States? 

SEN. Harck: I do not. In the various States there are 
inequalities under present laws; else why would your 
organization want the Amendment so badly? . 

Mrs. S wind: I know, but I would be interested in hear- 
ing what particular inequalities led you to support 
the Amendment. 

SEN. HatcH: Before answering that, Mrs. Swing, may I 
make it clear that I am quite an old-fashioned man, one 
who intensely believes in the chivalrous attitude of man 
toward woman, in his obligation to provide, care for and 
to cherish her? Yet, notwithstanding these lifelong con- 
victions, which I shall always retain, my studies in our 

ry of government convince me beyond any doubt 
that under our system all our citizens are entitled to 
equal rights. A woman is a citizen. As a citizen her 
rights should be measured. The rights of all citizens 
should be measured by the law of the land, not by sex. 
This plain legal principle first caused me to give thought 
to the Equal Rights Amendment. 

You of inequalities; I might s that women 
have been given equality in certain fields—suffrage. 
Mrs. SWING: Which took an Amendment all of itself— 
but I’m afraid I interrupted you just as you were about 
to name some of the inequalities which you believe should 

be wiped out. 

Sen. HatcH: Les, inequalities do exist and some of them 
are really grotesque. In Georgia, I am informed, a wife 
doesn’t even own the money she earns, or the clothes 
on her back, and in Florida, Georgia and Montana, she 
can’t go into business without her husband’s consent. 
It is said when Mrs. Ferguson became Governor of Texas 
her husband had to appear in court and remove her 
legal disabilities before she could serve. These are civic 
discriminations. I think you’ll agree there are also dis- 

eriminations which make it hard for women to earn a 
living. Many of those are enacted in the guise of pro- 
tective legislation. 
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Mrs. SWING: 
lation, because 
the National Woman’s Party 

What do you think about t 


I am so glad you mention protective legis- 
that 4 a . . where the position of 
has been v much — 


represented. 

protective legislation? 
SEN. I'll be frank with 
thought that it did nothing but 
be in favor of it. But the pro 
it seems to me, is to protect the work, and not the sex 
„if a job is hazardous, anybody 
man or woman, 


ou, Mrs. Swing, if I 
er protection, I should 
way to get protection, 


of the worker. 
— holds it ought to be protected 


Mrs. SwIne: 
SEN. HaTcH: 
Mrs. SWING: 


May I say something? 


It is about the minimum wage laws for 
women. Naturally, any person who stops to think about 
it wants women's wages protected. But the feminist 
of all workers should be 
women are singled out for 
ast experience 
bs If his 1 
y obstacles. is woman employee isn | Towa 
ed to work for a certain wage, he’ll put a man 8 
or a boy in the job. Then the protection turns out to be 
discrimination. It's the same way about night work: 
some women need to do night work because it 
they can most conveniently do 


Position is that th 
equally protected. 
Protective restrictions, we know from 

that an employer won’t be bothered wit 

and too man 


— 
en 
and rest periods according 
ut then comes along some 
law against night 
eir jobs while men 


to be the work 
they can plan their worki 
to their responsibilities. 
well meaning Legislature 
work for women and the women lose th 
or boys fill their places. 

SEN. Haren: Exactly. I know the feminists are crit- 

taking a stand against protective 


d be the last person to 
for women aren’t des- 


that passes a 


icized a good deal for 
legislation for women. 
We are, and I shoul 
say that the working conditions 
perately in need of improvement. But I feel sure the 
way to go about 
ization, men and 
and not by 
need under the 
isn’t equal citizenship, is 


getting the improvement is by organ- 
women together, cooperating as 
women out of jobs that they may 
protective legislation.” That 


- SEN. Haren: On that, as I have said, a woman is a 
citizen under the Constitution and as such she o 
have an equal right with a man to contract for her 
She should be 
wants to do an 

her with minors and restricti 
hardly give her that full li 
she is entitled. 


ons 


ht to 
abor. 
ust as free as he is to choose what she 
whom she wants to doit. Laws classing 
ng her field of employment 

contract to which 
To be continued July 15. 
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